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On August 27, 2006 eighteen students and I
left Japan and traveled to Tempe, Arizona in
the USA. For many of the eighteen, it was
their first experience visiting a foreign
country. They went with the expectations of
studying English in an English-speaking

country and learning about American culture.

The students attended classes for 4 weeks at
the ASU American English and Culture
Program (AECP) and participated in many
extra curricular activities. It was the first
time that KIT students participated in the
ASU program.

Students took a placement test in Japan
that determined which class they would be
placed in. The eighteen students were
placed into one of three different levels: Basic
One, Basic Two and Intermediate One. The
first few days were very busy with a welcome
luncheon with the Director, Mark Rentz, a
campus tour, and a computer orientation.
Some students had to find out how to get
from their home stay family’s house to the
university. Some families drove their
students each day. Others rode bicycles or
the bus.

F g

SR

Students from many coutries

-12-

(sl 7 VAR 77— KB v 7)

The weather in Tempe, Arizona at the end of
August is quite hot. It was more than 37 C
each day. Because of this extreme heat, all
buildings have air conditioning. Americans
like to keep the air conditioning on high and
so the contrast between indoors and outdoors

is very great. Keeping your body hydrated

is important in Arizona and the general rule
is to drink eight 500ml pet bottles of water
each day.

The students quickly found out that
American food and drinks are different.
The size of drinks in the USA is quite bigger
than in Japan. Most students enjoyed the
bigger size and free refill policy. This also
helped in keeping the students full of liquids.
The food portions are also much bigger in the
States. The quantity is different, but also
the taste is very different. Many American
foods contain more sugar than Japanese
foods and I heard some students say that
American cuisine was “koi”.

In the four weeks that they lived in the
States, not one of the students caught a cold.
I thought this was amazing and due to the
fact that the 18 students were all healthy and



active. 1 also believe that the dry air of
Arizona is good for people’s health. Many
people move to the Southwest because of the
excellent air quality.

The KIT students enjoyed many special
events. Some of the events were open to all
the AECP students. These included an ice
cream social, a trip to the Grand Canyon, an
afternoon of board games, a football activity,
an ASU football game, a movie afternoon and
a picnic. These were all available in the one
month we were there and students could
participate in them at no extra charge.

Sightseeing at the Grand Canyon

There were also two special events
exclusively for KIT students. One was a
trip to “Rawhide” which is a kind of cowboy
theme park. At this park, we saw cowboy
shows, old buildings, a stage coach, an old jail
and a trick gun-shooting show. The
students were impressed with the cowboys
and many had pictures taken together with
them. Several of the students bought
cowboy hats at this place. Another one of
the special events was laser tag. This is a
very fun game where you shoot other people
with a laser gun. The objective is to hit one
of the six targets on your opponents’ special
vest.  This is done in a big room set up like
a maze with many walls to hide behind.
This game was lots of fun especially when
you are able to shoot a teacher.  After laser
tag, students ate pizza, played video games

and then played 18 holes of miniature golf.

There were many memorable moments for
the students. I think that this experience
has made them want to travel more and
speak more English. As for me, I was
really fortunate to have such an excellent
group of students. They were so eager to
learn and experience new aspects of
American culture. They got along very well
with each other and deepened their
friendships. Overall it was an excellent
experience for all those involved.

2006 Group at Palm Walk
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