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LAug. 3

- Sep. 24 { Harbin Engineering University]
StUd T The second study tour that we are going to report on, following the trip to Canada
in the previous issue, is the trip to China. The group went to Harbin Engineering
y Our t X University after a year's absence. The participants were all 1st vear students who
In were very eager to learn. They learned and grew a lot through the program as they
F a studied the language, experienced the different culture, visited many places and

made friends with local students.

3  Essays of the Attendants (excerpts)

e

Shinge Kubota (11 pear i Comipuier Scwnce, Elecincal and Elpciromic Enginoerng)
I was shocked when 1| saw Chinese towns for the first

time. People spitting on the street, drivers totally ignoring

traffie rules, blaring car horns, trash and its smell everywhere.

At school, however, | enjoved the classes. My ¢lassmates

were all very eager to leam. | had never seen such eager

students in Japan, so it was very stimulating. We went to I Tk o (1t e by Bloschinokigy, Emsronmanial Charininy sd Maiank)
various places for sightseeing, too, and tried different Kinds J 1 was motivated to go because | wanted to broaden my per-
of food; meat dumplings, steamed bread, fried rice, noodles ', spective by going abroad for the first time in my life and also
in soup, fried tofi, pig's legs, grilled lamb, bird's heads and because | was interested in China, which has been getting a lot
so on - everything was delicious, ‘of attention from other nations recently. Before I went, to be

Thi hact Mo . v wae Traling fande w . honest, my impression of the country was not very positive dug to
I'he best memory for me was making friends with students ettt Rl Teports. Withn T staysd there 3 T as bt i

IJ'mn_mt*_u_:;' countries, .”w u:munﬂltt_ms uu:lu_drcd }_\turcu. - by how kind and warm-hearted Chinese people were, and what a nice
Russia, Thailand, Pakistan, Mongolia, America, Great Britain, country China was. : :

Kazakhstan, and Arab states. It made me want to study not only During our stay we studied till late afiernoon every day. We were
Chinese but also English to communicate with such students, all beginning learners so at first we were quite nervous and afraid of

not being able to make ourselves understood. It was not easy to talk
to other international students but as we tried by using gestures and
writing, we got to understand each other little by little and we felt more

| was quite impressed at how eflective | was able comfortable in the classroom..

which was another byproduct of this study tour,

to learn the language in China. ~ Since the teachers ﬁm:ﬁ;mhflm wcmm“mmhmlrmlm:w%m
taught exclusively in Chinese, I tried to listen very hard, because they did not understand English. Sometimes we got something
which improved my listening ability. The class was small totally different from what we ordered. It was a lot of fun, though,

s0 1 got to speak out frequently, which improved my pro- since we can never experience something like that in Japan!

nunciation. 1 was also impressed at how fluently my inter-
national classmates spoke English. We Japanese students
have studied English for 6 years since junior high school,
but we can speak very little. | wonder if it is partly because
of the quality of foreign language education in Japan. Rea-
lizing that | had to improve my English and Chinese to have
better and deeper communication with others, now I am
studying both languages. Next time [ study abroad, I want
to be able to speak better and gain more.

Thanks to this study tour, | hid a chance to study Chinese in China,
where the language is spoken. It was more intensive and meaningful,
The focus was on communication, 5o my spoken Chinese improved o
lot during the 3 weeks. [t was great 1o use in the real life what we had
just learned in class - it was a great incentive (o further build up my
skills. Also, | got to know the country of China a little better through
this program. In Japan we tend to look at the country from o single
viewpoint, but in China | leamed 1o see it from différent viewpoinis,
At the same time, | leamed to look at my country from a Chinese
viewpoint, too, and realized that it looked quite different from what |
had thought of!

I think such study tour gives us'a great opportunity to not only
study languages but also get first-hand knowledge : the culture
of the country and sense of value of its people. It is significant
experience to grow the circle of lriendship by talking with the
people and fellow students who study the same lang i
believe that the friendship that | nurtured through this program
will be of great value in my future.

For Your Information:

1) Closs hours; 22 hours parwoak (Mon - Fri) b
2} Extracurricutar activilies: Fiald trip around the clty of Dalian, Russian show E

Central Stresl, St Sophia Church, Sun Island, Mortheastern Tiger Park
3) Pannership & Inandship: HEU students who ara planning (o study in Japan, HEU
sludenis who are taking Japanese classes, and sludents al Northeast Forestry Uniersiy
4) Total costs: 162,879 yen par student {only' 50,000 yan was stedents’
pul-ol-pochet costs; 110,000 yen was coversd by & grant)




| Saturday, November 18th at Tokoro Curling Hall]

The annual curling day was held in November this year,
The participants included local citizens and 21 KIT inter-
national students. They were divided into 8 groups (6 plavers
in each), learned basic skills in the moming. For most of the
students it was their very first time to curl, so it took some
time for them to acquire the right posture, power and technique
to control the stone. They all improved as they practiced,
however, and were able to play games in the afternoon. Peng
Jingrong, an exchange student from China, said that the most
exciting moment was "when her team tossed out the stone of
the opponent and prevented them from scoring.” Everyone
seemed to enjoy the games even while making bruise on
their knees. In the end, one of the international students' team
won the first place.

[Tuesday, Nov. 29 at lecture hall]
Briefing Session on Study Tours
— To breoaden vour horizon and become internationalized —

This vear again, the International Center had a briefing session on the three study tours held during the summer.
The session was attended by President Ayuta and Director Takahashi. The president first greeted the audience and
told us about the international partnership whose conclusion he was involved in. After that, Ms. Aratani gave a

brief explanation on different opportunities for KIT students to study
abroad. The main section of the session came next, where the par-
ticipants of the summer study tours were interviewed by Dr. Konomi
and talked about their impression. In the last part of the class, two
students who had studied at our partner institutions and recently
returned to KIT gave PowerPoint presentations on their experience.
Junki Seta, who studied in Korea, strongly encouraged the audience
to try different things while in college. "Study, club activities, vo-
lunteer activities - anything is fine; just follow your dreams and
ambitions,"” Junki said. We hope that the voices of the students who
studied overseas were powerful and persuasive for the peers.

[ Eriday, January 6ih at Northern Arc Resaort]

This year, a total of 42 international students
participated in our annual ski trip and enjoyed
skiing in a fine weather. The students were
divided into 3 levels and taught by instructors.
Those in the beginning level practiced the basic
skills such as walking, stopping and making turns
in the morning. Some students were afraid of
speed and fell often but they all did well enough
to get on the lift in the afternoon. Ji Guanghui, >
from China, skied down the mountain 10 times. 9F ISlGmational S
"l did not feel tired - it was after | got home that
I found myself exhausted,” Ji said.

We would like to send our hearty thanks to the
ski instructors. Even though some of the par-
ticipants could not understand verbal instructions
very well, they were able to follow because of
the instructors' patience and kindness.




The Lions Club of Kitami kindly invited our inter-
national students to their new-year calligraphy meeting

for children, and 5 Chinese students participated. The EELSILEIS IS
New Year
Calligraphy

phrases that the students wrote are: "World Peace,"
"Hope for Spring,” "New Year Scenery," "Bright
Morning Sunshine," "China," and "Love". After they
wrote the phrases once, the teachers gave advice and
suggestions. Then the students practiced many times
and did the final writing. Comparing the Japanese
style calligraphy with the Chinese style counterpart,
one student said, "Even in the printed style, the letters
look a bit different.” In spite of the difference, how-
ever, it seemed to be a very meaningful opportunity
for them and others to share the occasion of tradi-
tional writing.
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We invited Dr. Fuji of the Mechanical Engineering
Department, a well-known takoyaki expert, to the pro-
gram. Afler listening to his wilty presentation on the
food, the participants tried making it by themselves.

It was not easy in the beginning but once they got used
to it they did not seem to get tired of it and kept making
delicious takoyaki, a famous Osaka cuisine.

We had another exciting and well-attended inter-
national concert this vear. The program had a variety
of performance: dance, piano, band, Japanese flute
and singing. The concert was performed by not only
students but children of faculty and staff of the school.
It was a great C hour to conclude the year.
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Coming Events

2012 CALENDAR
SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI

1127 ~2/5  Shert Visit by China Medical University

1121 122 W23 124 125 1126 i 1Fs) {Taiwan)
Short Visi . .
f W1/31 International C Hour (Sushi rolls)
128 1129 120 13 2h 212 23
w @ 2/9 Completion Ceremony for Exchange Students
24 s 26 a7 28 209 2o
@ ™ 2/19 ~ 24 “Okhotsk and Drift lce” Symposium
at Mombetsu City Hall and Mombetsu

218 Mo 220 M AR Al 2 Cuiture Lenter

Mar 5 (Man) 18:00 - 20:00 Graduation Party

International Center Newsletter Vol 85 Jan 2012
Issued by the Intemational Center, Kitami Institute of Technology 185 Koencho, Kitami 090-8307



